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A Small State Proving
What's Possible
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When Rhode Island treats
incarceration as a health
issue, lives are saved — and
the evidence is now hard
to ignore.



Health Can Be Protected
at Every Step

Community

Police Contact

Court & Booking

Jail & Prison

Release

Back Home

← →



Rhode Island Has Done
This Before

1ST Medication for addiction in every facility

1ST A pioneer in hepatitis C treatment

1ST The nation's first state-sponsored overdose prevention center
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SECTION 04

Treating
Substance Use as
Health, Not Crime

When officers seize drugs,
overdose risk can rise, not
fall — the science is now
clear enough to act on.

Dr. Brandon del Pozo



Reaching the People
the System Misses

10,071

78% 87% 0



SECTION 05

The First Days Out
Are the Most
Dangerous

"A working cell phone isn't
a luxury. It's
infrastructure."

Kyle Campbell



Everything Comes Due
at Once

No phone

No housing

Lost coverage

Broken care

A changed world

No margin

129×



Small Steps That
Keep People Alive

A conversation that prevents suicide

~50%

Medication that doesn't stop at the gate

Continuity of treatment at
release is a life-or-death
transition.

Photo · Dr. Jody Rich presenting “MOUD in Rhode Island” — RI Health + Justice Symposium



The People Who've Been
There Know the Most

51% $2.55



Compassionate Release: How Limited Nursing Homes
Keep People Locked Up

~9 in 10

"People will remain
incarcerated because no
nursing home will take them."



Detention Changes a
Child's Whole Life

Panelists during the youth justice discussion

<1 in 100



Where the Work
Is Heading Next

55 265 40



A Room That
Rarely Convenes

US Representative Gabe Amo shares support for this work

Remarks from the Dean of the School of Public Health,

Brown University

Describing the nation's only The Collaborative Justice-Involved Research and Training

(CJRT) Program, housed at Brown



Voices From
the Floor

A comment from the floor during discussion

A question from the floor during the Q&A



What You Can
Do Next



Justin Berk, MD, MPH, MBA

Justin Berk, MD, MPH, MBA



HEALTH + JUSTICE

Warren Alpert Medical School

Brown School of Public Health

COBRE

Rhode Island Hospital

RIDOC

Community partners

Building evidence for
a healthier and more
just Rhode Island.


